Introduction

31
Microplastics have accumulated in marine and freshwater environments, and in Microplastic has been reported in a wide range of aquatic habitats, including 52 beaches, surface waters, the water column and subtidal sediments (Lattin et al., 53 2004; Thompson et al., 2004) , and there is evidence that the abundance is 54 increasing (Thompson et al., 2004) . They are also reported in some of the most 55 remote environments, including the deep sea and the arctic, indicating their ubiquity 56 and the need for further understanding about the potential environmental sludge is returned to the land or dumped at sea (Habib et al., 1998 equations and assuming the fibres were of cylindrical shape:
where Vt is the total volume of fibres collected, Mt is the total mass of fibres collected, taken were used to measure the width of the fibres, and also to analyse their topography. Images of the fibres were also taken by using LEICA M205C light 194 microscope and analysed by Image J to measure their length (Rasband, 2015 fibres than acrylic at 40°C, when compared against 30°C (Table 2c) . The rate or extent to which the pilling stages occur is determined by the physical 283 properties of the fibres which comprise the fabric (Gintis and Mead, 1959 where polyester-cotton blend was also found to shed fewer fibres when detergent 336 was absent, and the most when non-bio detergent was used. 
